CHAP, xviii.]        NAVAS DE TOLOSA.                        167

that the unfortunate young emir was celebrating his
wedding.

Abd-el-Moumen, now the leader of the Almoravides,
had no sooner gained Africa than he pursued his career
of victory into Spain. The Almoravides tried to stand
by allying themselves with the Christians, but this
proved a vain expedient; and by the year 1157, all had
been exterminated except a few who had taken refuge
in the Balearic isles, while Andalusia was brought
.under the dominion of the new Miramamolin, Abd-el-
Moumen. He had invented a new coinage, square,
and bearing the inscription, " Allah is our Lord ;
Mahommed our Apostle ; the Mahdy our Imam." He
was therefore called the Master of the Square Coin.

Abd-el-Moumen was a man of taste and culture;
but his Almohides were the Puritans of Islam, and
their barbarism added to the ruin wrought by the
Almoravides. Just as Roman became a term for
the down-trodden and oppressed after the Teutonic
conquest, so an Arab was now in disgrace; and tlw-
proud old families carefully concealed their lineage
and sheltered themselves under the title of Moors,
It was not the fault of the Miramamolin, who tried to
foster the arts for which the Spanish Arabs had been
so celebrated. The schools of Cordova and Seville
were encouraged, and produced books of science,
philosophy, and poetry as of old; the fields and
gardens were again cultivated; and Alhas Yahix of
Malaga must have been a most ingenious mechanic,
for he not only constructed warlike engines, but mills,
and also a wonderful pulpit and royal pew for the
chief mosque. Both were made of aromatic wood,
wrought with scrolls and flowers, and with fastenings